Synthesis of complex 8. To a solution of [RhCl(cod)]2 (24.6 mg, 0.1 mmol) in CH2Cl2 (3 mL) was added bipyridine 5a (25.6 mg, 0.05 mmol) and the reaction mixture was tirred overnight at 20 °C. Then it was concentrated under reduced pressure on a rotary evaporated and column chromatography of the residue on silica gel (10/1 CH2Cl2/EtOH), followed by crystallization from CH2Cl2 yielded 8 mg (15%) of the title compound as orange crystals.
1.
Syntheses 
X-ray structure data
Crystallographic data for 8 and 9 were collected on Nonius KappaCCD diffractometer equipped with Bruker APEX-II CCD detector by monochromatized MoKα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å) at 150(2) K. The structures were solved by direct methods (SHELXS) and refined by full matrix least squares based on F 2 (SHELXL97).
1
The absorption corrections were carried on using multi-scan method. The hydrogen atoms were found on difference Fourier map and were recalculated into idealized positions. All hydrogen atoms were refined as fixed (riding model) with assigned temperature factors Hiso(H) = 1.2 Ueq(pivot atom) or 1.5 Ueq for methyl moiety. The crystallographic data are summarized in Table 1 . 
